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REMARKS 

Claims 1-22 are pending in this Application. By this Amendment, claims 7 and 12 have been 
amended and claims 1-6, 8-1 1, and 16-22 have been canceled. As a result, claims 7, and 12-15 are 
at issue in this Application. 

In the Allowable Subject Matter section of the Office Action, the Examiner stated that claims 
7, and 12-15 "would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims." Applicants have the amended claims 7 and 12 into 
M= independent form to include the base claim and any intervening claims. These amendments do not 

5 narrow the scope of the claims. Claims 13-15 remain as dependent claims from claim 12. 

di 

s « Applicants intend to file a continuation application under Rule 1 .53b for the claims canceled herein. 
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CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims 7, and 12-15 are in a condition for 
allowance and respectfully requests an early notice of the same. The Examiner is invited to call the 
undersigned attorney before issuing the next office action if any issues can be resolved through a 
telephonic interview. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING DEPOSITED 
WITH THE U S. POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST-CLASS MAIL. POSTAGE 
PREPAID, IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO THE COMMISSIONER 
FOR PATENTS. WASHINGTON. DC 20231, ON December 12. 2001. 
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Marked-Up Claims for Response to July 12. 2001 Office Action 

7. (Amended) [The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the marginal edge is tapered to define a 
frustaconical shape] An apparatus for evaluating the integrity of a seal on a liquid-filled 
container, comprising: 
a tank; 

a clamp having a first member and a second member between which a container is 
engaged, the clamp being positioned with respect to the tank such that at least a portion of 
a container properly engaged in the clamp will extend into the tank; 

a seat adapted to support a portion of a container to establish a desired position of 
a container with respect to the clamp, wherein the desired portion of a container is such 
that at least a portion of a container supported by the seat will extend into the tank; 

a plate having an aperture, the seat being defined by a marginal edge of the 
aperture wherein the marginal edge is tapered to define a frustaconical shape; and, 

a ram and cylinder operatively connected to the clamp such that the clamp can be 
clampinglv engaged about a container by relative movement between the ram and the 
cylinder, the first member is connected to one of either the ram or the cylinder such that the 
first member is displaced toward the second member by relative movement between the ram 
and the cylinder . 
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12. (Amended) [The apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein the means for making an opening being 
positioned such that the opening can be made while the container is in the seat] An apparatus 
for evaluating the integrity of a seal on a liquid-filled container, comprising: 
a tank; 

a clamp having a first member and a second member between which a container is 
engaged, the clamp being positioned with respect to the tank such that at least a portion of 
a container properly engaged in the clamp will extend into the tank; 

a seat adapted to support a portion of a container to establish a desired position of a 
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y container with respect to the clamp, wherein the desired portion of a container is such that 
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^ at least a portion of a container supported by the seat will extend into the tank; 

i 

\S\ means for making an opening in a wall of the container wherein the means is 



B 



positioned such that the opening can be made while the container is in the seat; and. 



jj^ a ram and cylinder operatively connected to the clamp such that the clamp can be 
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q clampingly engaged about a container by relative movement between the ram and the 

ry 

cylinder, the first member is connected to one of either the ram or the cylinder such that 
the first member is displaced toward the second member by relative movement between 
the ram and the cylinder . 
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